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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bienert 
(US 6506611). 

Bienert teaches a metering device for holding, moving and releasing fluid 
samples. Bienert teaches a tool body/metering station (200). The device further 
comprises of a coupling/metering head (100) constructed and arranged to mate with a 
corresponding coupling on a robot (150) and allow the robot to mechanically connect 
with the tool, manipulate the tool and mechanically disconnect from the tool. Bienert 
recites, "the block arrangement 200 can be provided as an exchangeable module of a 
metering station, similarly to the replaceable carrier plate described above." (See Col. 
1 1 , Lines 50-53) Bienert further recites, "a mount 1 50 set up for connection with a 
traversing drive, e.g., a picking/spotting system, and terminal connections 160 for the 
supply lines." (See Col. 6, Line 23-25) Bienert further teaches a device/actuating 
matrix (210)/processor mounted to the tool body for performing a function of the tool 
which receives a signal form a robot controller requesting the tool to perform the 
function, process the signal and cause at least one device/pipette to perform the 
function. Bienert recites, The actuating matrix 210 consists of the pneumatic cylinders, 
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which each have an actuating needle 220." (See Col. 7, Lines 51-53) Bienert recites, 
"the pneumatic cylinders can be activated by operating the respective selonoid valve" 
(See Col. 7, Lines 52-53) Bienert further recites, "the switching elements 120 are 
electrically operable solenoid valves that exert an operating pressure provided by an 
operating pressure supply line (not shown) on the respective actuating element in the 
form of a pneumatic cylinder in response to a switching or control signal from the 
controller." (See Col. 6, Lines 55-62) Bienert recites, "the actuators for activating the 
metering devices are designed to depend on the shapes of the devices. Depending on 
the application, any mechanical actuating element can be provided, which is 
electromagnetically, hydraulically or pneumatically activatable. In the microdrop 
metering devices mentioned, hydraulically or pneumatically actuated actuating cylinders 
(hereinafter: pneumatic cylinders) are preferably used as the actuating elements. In this 
case, each pneumatic cylinder is connected with the operating pressure line by a 
pressure line and a valve activatable by the controller." (See Col.4 Lines 1-10) Bienert 
further recites, "the controller is part of the metering head. It comprises a circuit having 
in particular a command input and numerous control outputs corresponding to the 
number of actuating elements. Depending on a predetermined control signal at the 
command input, the controller is set up to activate one or more of the control outputs in 
a chronologically simultaneous, delayed or separate manner with electrical control 
signals independently of each other, in response to which the actuating elements are 
triggered. The controller preferably consists of a microprocessor having a serial 
interface as the command input and the mentioned plurality of control outputs. The 
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serial interface is connected with the main computer, e.g., a picking/spotting system." 
(See Col. 4, Lines 12-24) 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. PCT/US03/22382 cites a X reference, Dingess (US 4561816). 
Dingess teaches a remote manipulator arm for positioning and operating tube sheet 
repair tools. Dingess does not teach releasing fluid samples as claimed by applicant in 
Claim 1 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jyoti Nagpaul whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1273. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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